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till the winter of 1917-1918, which caught us on
the five-thousand foothills of Edom behind the
Dead Sea. Then we lost many men and camels
frozen to death, or trapped in the snow, which lay
over all the high lands in deep drifts for weeks,
while we vainly appealed to Egypt for tents and
boots and blankets. In reply we were advised
that Arabia was a tropical country!

The equipment of the raiding parties aimed at
simplicity, with nevertheless a technical superiority
over the Turks in the most critical department.
We had great quantities of light machine guns,
used not as machine guns, but as automatic rifles,
snipers' tools, by men kept deliberately in ignor-
ance of their mechanism, so that the speed of
action would not be hampered by attempts at
repair. If a gun jammed, the gunner had to
throw it away and go on with his rifle. We made
another special feature of high explosives, and
nearly every one in the revolt was qualified by
rule of thumb experience in demolition work.
We invented special methods of our own, for
rapid work under fire, in the course of our months
of practice, and before the end were dealing with
any quantity of track and bridges economically
and safely.

On some occasions we strengthened tribal raids